Alternative Junior Ranger Activity for President's House

Tell our Nation's History the right way!

Kids, get your parents involved. Do this as a family.

First,
Download the file and print out the map and each of the panels on a separate
sheet.

Second,
Grab some painter’s tape (which is less likely to leave a residue than masking tape),
as well as a Sharpie.

Third,

Visit the President’'s House at 598 Market Street, in Philadelphia.

Tape up the missing panels. If existing panels have been revised, put the original
(correct) panels over them.

Hint: Try to do this early in the morning. the Park Rangers are probably going to
remove everything you've done later in the day. But take heart. Visitors and
citizens will have seen your good work and be inspired o do this as well!
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Death Carts

Refuge in the Country

A Day of Reciprocity

The Opener of the Way

| Am Free Now

| Will Fear No Evil

The Keeper of the House

Suppressing the Opposition

An Act Respecting Fugitives from Justice
We Shall Come to a Civil War

Burn this Treaty to Hell

Promoting the Abolition of Slavery
Strengthening Ties with the United States
Awarding a Peace Medal

History Lost and Found

I and My Household

Freedom Might be Too Great a Temptation

Missing
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The Executive Branch-left

The Executive Branch-right

The House and the People Who Worked and Lived in It-left
The House and the People Who Worked and Lived in It-right
Oney Escapes

Contagion and Liberty

Is Hereby Empowered to Seize Such Fugitives

The Dirty Business of Slavery

Slavery in a Growing Nation

Mount Vernon to Philadelphia: A Path to Freedom

Chef Hercules

Life Under Slavery

The President’s House Site



Icngymm lhuhard Allen and -\hsalmu Jones nrganlu-(l tl ONETEE
a‘nd ﬂthﬂ' rl'o Africans who attended the sick and buried the “dead duri ing
12 e L_wr epidemic of 1793, Although misguided, the rupet.rod
had encouraged their service under the hellrf‘ that persons
of Afri(.m descmll were immune to the deadly disease.
EERG TR (AR
’!r. w the dﬁmd!} of geltting a corpse taken away roas such f."mrim. were ur.’!mg -

*lo do il... /e then offered our services in Hlejm.‘n‘n ‘fnrpen., n'n adu ert:smg ]
mma’rf remove the dea i'mn." pre (Ricl







In late August of 1793, leading members of the free African and mhm

communities joined in a banquer to celebrate the roof raising of the first

Afiican church in Philadelphia. The dinner was in two parts, Dr, Benjamin
Rush explained, “six of the mast respectable of the white compam” served
dinner for the men and women of African descent, “May African churches
everywhere soon succeed...” was Dr. Rush's heartfelt toast as the white
donors and workers then ate, served by the African participants.
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In 1793, Cap Frangais, the capital of St. Domingue (Iaiti),
nearly bumed to the ground during a massive uprising of the
enslaved. White and Creole plantation owners, with enslaved
people in tow, fled to Philadelphia and other American port
cities. As a result, the population of Philadelphians of

African descent increased hy about one-third.




22-vear-old enslaved seamsiress to flee the President’s
House on May 21, 1796, With the help of friends of
African descent, she found passage to New Hampshire,

where she married, mised a family, and Tved to old age

“Whilst they were packing up to go ta Firginia, I was
packing to go, I didn’t know where; for I knew that if

Fwent back to Virginia, I should never get my liberty.
I had friends among the colored peaple of Philadelphia, S0l
fad my things carrvied there beforehand, and lefi :

Washington's house witile they were eating dinner.”
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ny evenings, Oney Judge would sit on her: pallet wlhiere shesle
at the foot of Martha \’\r’&lshingmn's bed, sewing and listening to7,
the First Lady read the Bible, sing hymns, and pray with her two 7
granddaughters in the next room. 08 _i[i \ ";'I

r‘:{';.’;:n'vp.—:-.-w-:—-_-,.
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In the 1810s, after nearly fifty y(‘il'l'.\.‘ of freedom in New Hampshire,
Oney (then Ona) Judge told her story to the press. Oney fled the
President’s House hecause she overheard Martha Washington state

her intention of giving the young woman to her granddaughter. Oney
wanted to leamito read and know about religion. Oney recalled that she
had “never received the lc_:l:il mental or moral instruction of any sort.”

B ‘ "3







i

4

g

ess passed the™s

ller guests at the 8

, Benjamin Franklin Bache,
ifor of the Aurora, was =
‘cutive Government,




-:h"-& M.

WL ey

b
iy







11

1 hl?-_'-‘_s_‘i?ects to protest th

on of the Jay Treaty. The

had negotiated a trea
nd that many people désp
icessions to that coun '




i i § Wi L1 I *
., B i
e Apiildn, 1T, m-m-[-,- 20, (W A fean
andl white Philadelphians lined i et

toview the funweral procission of Benjamin . ||
Franklin, Cuace & skave swaer, Franklin was
prcsicent of the Pennsylvania Alaolition
Sowiety at the end of his Tife and seat o
Bating: parody atrecking slaery to the

Jress i his laan wanl on ihe subjeei

e

N \ Wi 71 | Bl | ..
!lmm ’ﬁ-_‘fi'l- || i|'I !’:IJ 1I'|| i . . |

I :

T S | J
i il Ln|.|.L.! ."'dLhL’.iL:_-_-. 1 i .......J.-—..‘I.u-....

|
]II 'u‘h......u.._ “h""""""'.‘."@ iy




In l)ogn‘lhu of 1798, Toussaint IOuverture, leader of the
rc\nh ml ry gnu rmment in the French colony of San Domingue,
Blmt'l to Philadelphia to negotiate a trade agreement.
T'wo montl Ll ¢ ﬂu Adams administration formally opened
W l;hnl. !_.n\C m\ent led by African descendants. This marked
s;ﬂﬂl mm unnl after the Civil War that the United

overnment led by men of African descent.
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large delegation of Native Amorican leaders to Philadelphia
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EXECUTIVE DECISIONS g

INTERNATIONAL - B NATURALIZATION ACT OF 1790 "
Toth Wshington snd Adams fsced shifting allisnces with |
France and England, as well a8 lsauey riganding ls |
ternational trac. When war betwen France s Great ‘ < : | |
Britain tlzrvmtened to expard o the United States in 1704, Puiaie W RS FTRnl S T |
Washsington sent Chict Justice Jahn Jay to conclide & o ; : | — 4
treaty with Cireat Britain to settle all outstanding isvies " cief. A g I —

between the two cosmtries and eatablish poace. enciall a |
Thve terens o the day Treaty bncenbed nsany whso felt that u TS i [L J
it concesed too much to England. Thomas Jeflerson
wcalled the tresty an act “against the begislature and people
of the United States.” On July 4, 1785, Jay was hanged in
«fligy, and on July 25, s crowd gathered, screaming, “Rack
this s treaty bo Hell™ Coeygress ratified the treaty, bat
it emibitbered relations with France, itsell in the midat of
a lemgthy and blocdy revolution,

NATIONAL

RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS AND STATES

THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE

Freedom and Slavery in the Making of a New Nation
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CLOSING THE DOORS AGAINST “DANGEROUS ALIENS"




For hundreds of years, Algonquian-speaking peoples lived here.
The city of Philadelphia was founced:

The house was built by Mary Lawrence Masters, a slaveholder

 Masters presented the house to her danghiter, Polly, upan her wedding to Lisutenant Gover nor Richand Penn.
The house was

adquanters of General Sie William Howe, 2 leader of British forces during the British
oft Philadelhia:

The house was headaguarters oft Majon General Benedict

nold whose betrayal of the Revolution began here.
Financien Robent Morris, a slaveholder, rebuilt and expanded the house after a major fire.
Philadelpbia became the iation's teinporary cipital fon the de

pton made adeitions to the house toamake
roam forhisoftiial duties his extend&ltanily his secre

slaved, indentured, and free household servants.
Newly elected President Jolin Adams and bis wife Abigail moved into the house
The house was convertedfinto Erancis's

s Union Hoteliafrerthe government departed for Washington, D.C. Later
was remodeled for shops andia boarting house,

The house was demolished exceptior the side walls and foundation and three storeswere butlt within the gutted space.

Storeswere demolishe
Creation of Independence Mall State Park.

Congress established Independence National Historical Park (INHE):

Lastremaining walls oft the former President's House were dernolished to create Independence Mall,

Public restroom for [ndependence Mall was built on the house site:

Independence National Historical Parl einent oft the site,
Independonce N ! Historieal Park announced redesizn for the “Independence Mall,

INHP unveiled the design for the Liber ty Bell Cent

Independence Hall Association, alcitizens’ group, asked INHE to miar the otline of the President's House at the site.
15 denied

“The publication of mnianticle in the Peunsluania M agazene oft Hrsory aned Hiugraphy spacked public interest in the
site antl the presenceof Slavery in Bresident Washington's house old
Construction of: the Liberty Bell Center began. & public outeny abour the praject arose rom both Africin-American and
white advocites anee it was understood that the new: |>u|||J|h!"\nr||||i| nen thesite where sc el stahile
hands ai\-]n Avenging the Ancestors Coalition (A wions Unlimited, ane othiers in the Afi CriC
camimunity eontinued teenll for a commneina ol thie people off Afilcan descent who were enslonved lie

Liberry BelliCenter opened.

or the design andconstruetion off & commemorative exhibit st the President's Hotse site was provided
ity oft Philadelphin aned federal government

Archealogy revealed partial foundations of the house and back Linillipaes,
President's House exhibit and memarial to the enslaved ol

You have the opportunity to explore this site and discover i important place in American history.
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In the 1790s, when Philadelphia was the temporary capital
of the United States, this was the site of the executive
affices and the residence of the first two presidents of the
United States of America. From 1790 to 1797, President
George Washington, members of his extended family, his
secretaries, and the enslaved, indentured, and free
household servants lived here. From 1787 to 1800,
President John Adams and his wife Abigail lived here with
their servants, none of whom was enslaved.
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WASHINGTON & MOUNT VERNON

viount Vernon, Washineton’s i ion i
. » Washington's 8,000-acre plantation in northern

and their descendants.

ren: Neily Custis anc
fasiingtan Family, by

a, helped make him one of the wealthier men in the United
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idition to dozens of hired people and indentured servants.
:ontrolled the lives of more than 300 enslaved Africans

MARTHA WASHINGTON & THE DOWER SLAVES
Martha Dandridge Custis, the widow of Daniel Custis, married Georg

Washington in 1759. Martha’s inheritance from the Custis estate, w!

had 17,880 acres with 285 enslaved men, women, and children, provided
the lifetime use of; and income from, one third the property, including
at least 84 enslaved people. The rest of the estate was held in trust for

her son and his heirs.

When they married, George Washington became the manager of Martha's
enslaved people. However, he did not own them. In his will, George
Washington directed that the 123 enslaved men, women, and children
he personally owned be freed upon his wife’s death. Martha in fact
freed them in 1801, prior to her own death.

Washington attempted to find a financially sound way to free his enslaved

years, but he had no success. He lamented that intermarriage had created

families that by his will would free some, while others would remain enslaved by the Custis estate. Martha
Washington was not legally able to free the 153 people enslaved by the Custis estate, but evidence suggests
that she accepted the institution of slavery. These “dower slaves” were transferred as property to her four
grandchildren, breaking up families that now had both free and enslaved members.

While some Americans chose to free their enslaved Africans during their own lifetime, others, like the

Washingtons, decided the fate of the enslaved by the terms of their wills.

WASHINGTON’S DECEIT

Pennsylvania's Gradual Abolition Act
(1780) granted freedom to any enslaved
person brought into the state and held
there for at least six months. Non-resident
slave owners needed only to send their
enslaved out of state for a day to start the
six=month period again. President
Washington, when reminded of the
Abolition Act, chose to rotate some of his
enslaved servants to Virginia to prevent
them from claiming their freedom. His
correspondence indicates that he wanted
o do this in secret.

RESISTANCE AND ESCAPE

While residing here, Washington signed the
Fugitive Slave Act in 1763, which required the
return of escaped slaves who had crossed state
lines, and allowed slave catchers to operate
freely in every ULS, state and territory.

During Washington's presidency and
retirement, four of the nine enslaved who
spent time in Philadelphia attempted to run to
freedom, but only two succeeded—Hercules
from Mount Vernon and Oney Judge from
Philadelphia. Though still legnlly considered a
Ii.lg'mve, Hercules, who had been owned
directly by George Washington, was probubly
emuncipated after Washington's death. Oney
Judge Staines’ freedom, however, was always

endangered after she escaped to New
Hampshire, until her death in 1848, as she
was a dower slave owned by the Custis Estate

Be aware that here you are following in the
footsteps of these enslaved as much as those
of the Founding Fathers.

PRESIDENT ADAMS

John and Abigail Adams never enslaved
Africans, and both were strongly opposed 1o
slavery, though John Adans made no public
miove against slavery while president. He later
wrote that during his presidency he had
deferred decisions on slavery to southern
politicians because he fearcd a bloody slave
rebellion like those reported in the West Indies




ONEY ESCAPES!

Still a fugitive in her seventies, Ona Judge Staines (earlier
called Oney Judge) tells the story of her enslavement in the
President’s House and her escape to freedom, in 1796, to
New Hampshire, where she married John Staines and had

three children.

CHARACTERS
Oney Judge, enslaved maid and seamstress to Martha

Ona Judge Staines, at age 75

0

[ | THE FAMILY DINING ROOM
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CONTAGION AND LIBERTY:

The Yellow Fever Epidemic and the Revolution in Saint Domingue I
| ; {
- TS |

In the 1790s, slave owners escaping the slave rebellion in
Saint Domingue (now Haiti) came to Philadelphia, bringing |

enslaved Africans, yellow fever, and the suspicion that
slavery might yield “dreadful insurrections.”

CHARACTERS
President George Washington

¥ T =

Saint Dominguan woman, 2

Saint Dominguan child
a b@stress to Martha

Ona (or Oney) Judge, enslaved maid
Austin, Ona’s enslaved half brother__

Moll, enslaved maid to Martha
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SLAVE TRADE
THE AMERICAS.
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SLAVERY IN A
GROWING NATION

1

17T
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SLAVERY IN
PHILADELPHIA
& PENNSYLVANIA

SLAVERY TIMELINE
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MOUNT VERNON TO PHILADELPHIA

A Path to Freedom—For Some

The nine enslaved men and women of the President’s House

were chosen by Washington to accompany him to Philadelphia.
They were separated from their families back in Mount Vernon

and rotated out of state regularly to prevent them from gaining
freedom under Pennsylvania law.

Christopher Sheels, enslaved attendant to Washington

Hercules, enslaved cook

Richmond, Hercules’ enslaved )

Giles, enslaved stable hand

Oney Judge, enslaved maid and seamstress to Martha

Austin, Ona’s enslaved half' brother, house servant

Paris, enslaved stable hand

Moll, enslaved maid to Martha

Joe Richardson, enslaved postillion for the presidential coach
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